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 1 
Present Members:   Kate Bartleman. Jennifer Iller, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Tim Lepore, Francis Steadman  2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Vice Chair Melissa Murphy 4 
opened, Tim Lepore made a motion to approve the agenda, Jenn Iller seconded and it was approved unanimously.    5 
 6 
Presentations to the Committee 7 
School Presentation – NES Math League: Kim Kubisch and Francie Baskett 8 
Principal Kubisch introduced Ms. Baskett and four students (Tucker Brannigan, Henry Crosby, Kevin Serrano, Anna 9 
Popnikolova) to share their experience with Math League at NES.  Ms. Baskett shared that Math League provides 10 
problem sets that focus on math enjoyment and problem solving.  There are two sections of students in grades 2-4 and 11 
three sections of students in grades 4-5 who spend one period a week with her.  The students reported that they enjoyed 12 
working together to solve problems, thinking flexibly and learning how others approach math.  They shared four 13 
problems for the SC to try.  It was noted that the problems were not only challenging, but required sophisticated reading 14 
skills. 15 
 16 
Student Services Report – Nancy Miller, Director of Special Services 17 
Ms. Miller began by reviewing a chart which depicts the number of staff at each school and district-wide and their role 18 
in supporting students with social and emotional challenges.  She noted the areas (ELL, Special Education) in which we 19 
have increased staff in the past few years.  She went on to point out, in particular, we are seeing significant increases in 20 
students with anxiety and those with substance abuse issues.    21 
 22 
Ms. Miller discussed the work of the Student Support Services Committee, which meets monthly and includes a broad 23 
representation of staff.  They have monitored the changes in our Emergency Response Protocol for responding to at-risk 24 
students, adjusted to reflect procedural changes at Family and Children’s Services.  She reported that the emergency 25 
assessment services were picked up by Fellowship Health Resources, Inc. and that it seems to be working effectively.  26 
The Committee has also discussed resources for students with substance abuse issues, as well as our legal and moral 27 
obligations to students struggling with gender identity.  28 
 29 
Ms. Miller concluded by reporting out the professional development activities offered this year, noting the collaboration 30 
with Kim Horyn (Autism Speaks) and Cathy Hackett (Martha’s Vineyard Community Services).  Finally, she reviewed 31 
some of the ongoing activities that support students, such as Breakfast Buddies, student assemblies, PBIS, Responsibe 32 
Classroom, Red Ribbon Week, Improv Boston’s anti-bullying presentations and individual and group counseling. 33 
 34 
NHS 2014-2015 Dropout Report – Dr. John Buckey 35 
Dr. Buckey presented the recently released Dropout Rate data for 2021-2015 school year. He noted there were 12 36 
students making up 2.5% of high school students.  He noted this was an increase in number from the previous year, but 37 
that we have also had more students in the school this year.  Dr. Buckey proceeded to provide context for these numbers 38 
by reviewing a chart analyzing the students (not by name), their grade, enrollment dates and reasons for dropping out, 39 
noting that eight of the twelve students were Limited English Proficient students who had enrolled in the past few years.   40 
 41 
School Committee Self Evaluation 42 
Vice Chair Melissa Murphy noted that this agenda item had been shared at previous meetings, but without all SC 43 
members reporting.  Now that all have been recorded, she noted that two challenges seemed to loom largest: attending 44 
workshops/conferences and our public relations plan. Superintendent Cozort agreed, but added what he perceived to be 45 
two strengths: member relations and Superintendent-School Committee relations.    46 
 47 
Comments from the Public 48 
Resident David Dickson again raised his concerns regarding the state of Algebra in the district.  In particular, he 49 
expressed consternation over the plight of this year’s Integrated Math/Algebra students and where they would be in math 50 
as sophomores.  He also stated that he would doubt if any other school districts split their Algebra classes into two. 51 
 52 
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Committee Discussion and Votes to be Taken  53 
 54 

a) Tim Lepore made a motion, and Jenn Iller seconded, to amend the Rules & Procedures for Policy JFF – Student 55 
Activity Revolving Accounts, as proposed.  The motion was passed unanimously. 56 

b) Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Jenn Iller, to accept the Gift Donation from Cape Cod 5 Savings Bank 57 
to Nantucket High School Gift Account, and Educational Mini Grant to Michael Girvin’s Vocational Woodshop 58 
Program.  The motion was approved unanimously. 59 

c) Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Kate Bartleman, to accept the Gift Donation of 32 copies of The 60 
Nantucket Reader from Egan Maritime Institute to Nantucket High School History Course taught by John 61 
McGuinness.  The motion was approved unanimously. 62 

d) Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Jenn Iller, to approve a Field Trip for the NHS Spanish & Diversity 63 
Club to New York City, May 19-22, 2016 The motion was approved unanimously. 64 

e) Superintendent Cozort shared the proposed Collective Bargaining Agreement with the ESP Unit, noting the 65 
work of School Committee members Tim Lepore and Kate Bartleman.  Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded 66 
by Jenn Iller, to approve the proposed ESP Unit collective bargaining agreement.  The motion was approved 67 
unanimously. 68 

f) Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Jenn Iller, to approve the Transfers & Invoices of 2/10/16 and 2/24/16. 69 
The motion was approved unanimously. 70 

g) Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Melissa Murphy, to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 2, 71 
2016.  The motion was approved unanimously. 72 

h) Tim Lepore made a motion, seconded by Jenn Iller, to approve the minutes of the meeting of February 16, 2016.  73 
The motion was approved unanimously. 74 
 75 

Superintendent Report 76 
 77 
Enrollment – Superintendent Cozort shared the enrollment numbers as of today (3/1/16), noting that we have 8 more 78 
new students than last month.  Melissa Murphy asked if we will have enough room at the high school.  The 79 
Superintendent said that next year will indeed have the most high school students ever at NHS, because we have a large 80 
8

th
 grade class coming up.  He shared that, if the middle school renovation is completed by September as is hoped, then 81 

the present 8
th
 grade wing will be able to house 2-3 teachers who are presently downstairs at the high school which 82 

should open up some space. 83 
 84 
On the Horizon – There was some discussion that we should forego the meeting on March 15

th
 and re-schedule it for 85 

March 29th.  Agenda items will include: FONPS and Autism Speaks and a report out on the Superintendent’s 86 
evaluation. 87 
 88 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements 89 
Frances Steadman passed out a report that outlined a number of Student Initiatives.  The first is a launching of a series of 90 
interactive bulletin boards that encourage students to share their dreams and inspirations.  Frances also shared an 91 
assembly on May 12

th
 that will bring Mike Smith to NHS.  He is a young inspirational speaker who emphasizes that 92 

“being ordinary is a choice.” The students are very excited to hear him.  Lastly, Frances shared that Student Council 93 
members will be volunteering at the next several Nantucket Community Dinners and are planning a spring fundraiser to 94 
benefit thet Feeding America project. 95 
 96 
At 7:18 p.m. the School Committee adjourned. A motion made by Tim Lepore, seconded by Jenn Iller and unanimously 97 
approved. 98 
 99 
Respectfully submitted, 100 
Michael Cozort, School Committee Clerk pro-temp 101 
 102 


